Gummingurru Field Trip: 
Kory’s Journey to the Bunya Mountains (Teachers Kit)

Figure 1: The Bunya Mountains Landscape (Ross and Ulm 2009:2).
Gummingurru Background
Long before European settlement, Gummingurru was a traditional Aboriginal ceremonial site. It is located to the north of Toowoomba, near the township of Meringandan. Gummingurru would be visited every three years by numerous Aboriginal groups en route to the Bunya Mountains to partake in the Bunya festival. However because Gummingurru was a men’s business site, women and uninitiated children were forbidden from visiting it and had to stay away at the main campsite and their own ceremonial places (Ross, 2008). 
Gummingurru comprises numerous stone arrangements all made from the local basalt stone, laid out in numerous patterns and designs representing different Aboriginal Yurees (or totems - such as an Emu, a Turtle and a large carpet python. Each Yuree and its place in the world was maintained and managed by those who received that Yuree), rings (with one of these being the initiation ring and the rest representing a waterhole and water droplets) and different stages of the initiation ceremonies. Groups of Aboriginal people travelling to the Bunya Mountains from Brisbane, the Gold Coast, Lockyer valley and Moreton Bay all visited Gummingurru to hold and partake in ‘Man-Making’ ceremonies used to initiate young men into adulthood. 
By introducing boys into adulthood they could be given added responsibilities in the form of Yurees.  Once initiated, the young men were also allowed to take part in the major social activities of the Bunya festival. As a result Gummingurru holds a deep meaning to many Aboriginal groups. In 2002 Jerome described Gummingurru as follows: “This ground is part of a whole area around the Bunya Mountains that is deeply spiritual” (Jerome, 2002: 4). 
Cultural Heritage and Significance
The cultural significance of the Gummingurru Aboriginal ceremonial site has evolved over time, as it was previously a men’s sacred site for initiations and now, a learning centre, to teach the wider public about the history of traditional customs. The importance of the field trip to Gummingurru is to encourage and educate students about Australia’s past and the journey’s Aboriginal groups took to gather and celebrate with their families at the Bunya Festivals. 
Curriculum Relevance
‘Kory’s Journey to the Bunya Mountains’ PowerPoint presentation, games and interactive learning activities complies with the Australian Curriculum Assessment and Reporting Authority History learning objectives. Students learn about the identity of the people ‘through the interconnected aspects of Country/ Place, People and Culture’ (The Australian Curriculum: History, 2011). The focus study inquiry question for the Year 4 age group will be based on the life of Aboriginal peoples prior the arrival of the Europeans. In accordance to the ACARA the Historical Knowledge and Understanding will be covered by ‘The diversity and longevity of Australia’s first peoples and the ways Aboriginal peoples are connected to country and place and the implications for their daily lives (ACHHK077), (The Australian Curriculum: History, 2011).
The field trip to Gummingurru will comply with the learning objectives by allowing students to examine ‘early archaeological sites that show the longevity of Aboriginal people’ (The Australian Curriculum: History, 2011). The focus on the Dandrubin Gorenpul People from Stradbroke Island and the acknowledgement of the various groups which travel to the Bunya Mountains will comply with the second learning objective; to ‘map the diversity of Aboriginal groups in Australia, with particular emphasis on the local area and state/ territory’ (The Australian Curriculum: History, 2011).
Activities 1 and 3 as well as the journey that Kory takes throughout the PowerPoint, follows the learning objectives of ‘investigating pre-contact ways of life of the Aboriginal people, their knowledge of their environment including land management practices; their sense of interconnectedness of Country/ Place, People, Culture and Identity and some of their principles (such as caring for country, caring for each other and respecting all things)’ (Reference). Finally Activity 2 focuses on ‘studying yurees in the lives of Aboriginal Peoples and examining the differences between their yurees’ (The Australian Curriculum: History, 2011).
Students will develop their historical skills by learning traditional terms and concepts, posing questions about the past and researching factors relating to the activities and field trip as well as locating ‘relevant information from sources provided’ (The Australian Curriculum: History, 2011). Students will also learn to understand the different perspectives and interpretations of knowledge through the eyes of the Aboriginal people and learn to explain and communicate their newly learnt knowledge and ideas.       
Traditional Custodians and the Dandrubin Gorenpul People (from Stradbroke)
Various Aboriginal groups who live near the Bunya Mountains are Traditional Custodians of this important place, as they have been associated with the area beyond recorded history. These people have the traditional lore and customary cultural rights and duties to the Bunya Mountains; as listed by the Bunya Mountains: Aboriginal Aspirations and Caring for Country Plan (2010) in the duties such as: 
· Managing all resources for hunting, gathering, burning, camping, ceremonies and movements. 
· Establishment and maintenance of lore for occupation and use. Preparation of the country for the Bunya Feasts; burning off to establish and maintain grassland balds as well as spiritual cleansing and healing.
· Sending out of invitations to other visiting Aboriginal groups.
· Welcoming and hosting the Bunya Feasts.
· Ownership and responsibility for individual Bunya trees.
Various groups were invited to the Bunya Mountains to attend the feasting of the Bunya nuts and social exchange, one group in particular were the Dandrubin Gorenpul people, also known as the people of Quandamooka from North Stradbroke Island (Ross, A et al, 2011). The people have lived in on the Island during the past 20,000 years, harvesting marine resources to sustain their economy (Ross, A et al, 2011). To get to the Bunya Mountains, the Dandrubin Gorenpul people had to travel inland towards south Gatton, stopping by the Chullawong Rock Art site before reaching Gummingurru, then the Bunya Mountains, refer to Figure 1.
Figure 1: Approximate journey of the Dandrubin Gorenpul People, recreated from Google Maps.

Chullawong Rock Art Site
The Chullawong Rock Art site is situated close to Black Duck Creek, south of Gatton, surrounded by steep gorges and gullies. Travelling to the Rock shelter was common, as along the route, there would be plenty food and water available; Aboriginal people having consumed various resources, living by the principle; “take some, leave some” (Land Rights 2000). 
Chullawong Rock Art site is a rock shelter which contains rock carvings in the sandstone wall consisting of dots, lines and animal prints (Figure 2) which could be connected to the Dreamtime, or a pathway (Land Rights 2000). The carvings may represent Aboriginal group yurees, such as animals, hunting and gathering, fights and perhaps death scenes. They could also be possible warning signs for travellers entering or leaving the claimed area (Land Rights 2000). 
Here the elders of the group would educate the young men travelling with them about the meanings and stories behind the rock carvings, as well as the legends of King Billy Turner who led 1000 warriors from the Lockyer Valley to the Upper Black Duck Creek and King Moppy Jo (Multaggerah), who was able to raise 1200 fighting men (Land Rights 2000). The groups would then continue their journey to Gummingurru, where the boys would be given their yurees and become initiated into the group.
Figure 2: Chullawong Rock Art, retrieved from (Land Rights 2000)
Bunya Mountains (Booburrgan Ngmmunge)
Prior to European Colonisation, Aboriginal people would travel short and long distances to the Bunya Mountains, traditionally known as the Booburrgan Ngmmunge to come together and celebrate, feasting on the high abundance of nuts from the Bunya trees (Araucaria bidwillii) (Queensland Government n.d.). 
The Bunya Mountains are located 250km north-west of Brisbane, Queensland and the highest point of the Mountain is Mt Kiangarow (Markwell Consulting 2010). Approximately 600 to 700 people would gather for the festivities, but only those who were invited were permitted to attend, using geographically suitable locations such as Mt Kiangarow, smoke signals were used to communicate to other groups (Queensland Government n.d.). Message sticks were carried by representatives from the Traditional Custodians of the trees to invite selected groups to attend the Bunya Mountain festivities.  
At the festivals people would share songs and dances, have group or individual fights, play games, arrange marriages and create trade alliance relationships between groups, as well as settling disputes and developing and enforcing laws (Jerome, 2002; Markwell Consulting 2010). Children played games such as Boomerang throwing, Mariutchi: a tag game where the children would swim and chase the ‘black swan’, tagging them and becoming the swan themselves, Murri Murri: where the children would try to spear a circular piece of bark, which became the target, Purru-Purru: a soccer-like game where a ball was made from kangaroo skin stuffed with grass. Children also skipped: using vine, played by children and adults and Warru Warru: also known as Cat’s Cradles, where a string is woven to form pictures and shapes on your hands. Meeting places were important aspects of traditional Aboriginal culture, as they were places where people would gather for social, cultural, spiritual and cultural reasons (Markwell Consulting, 2010).
Interactive Learning and Activities
PowerPoint Presentation: Kory’s Journey to the Bunya Mountains
Throughout the PowerPoint presentation, the students will join Kory (a young boy from the Dandrubin Gorenpul people who will begin his journey to the Bunya Mountains from North Stradbroke Island) on his journey to the Bunya Mountain. First he will arrive at the Chullawong Rock Art site, then he is given his Yuree at Gummingurru and finally he reaches the Bunya Mountains. 
	Slide No. 
	Description
	Activity

	1
	Introduction: “Kory’s Journey to the Bunya Mountains”
	

	2
	North Stradbroke: “Hi, my name is Kory. I am from the Dandrubin Gorenpul people and we live on North Stradbroke Island. Every 3 years my family and I journey to the Bunya Mountains to attend the Bunya festival. This year is special because I am now old enough to be initiated into the group as an adult. I will experience many different challenges, some of which I will need your help to complete.  You will be given activities to complete as you come along with me on my journey!”
	

	3
	Mainland: “Last week we were invited by a member from the Traditional Custodians of the Bunya Mountains, via a message stick to join them in the Bunya Festival! The duties of Traditional Custodians are to: take care of the environment, prepare for the Bunya Festival, send out invitations, welcome the other groups (like us) to the Festival and take care of the Bunya Trees.”
	

	4
	Walking to Chullawong: “Various groups were invited to the Bunya Mountains to attend the feasting of the Bunya nuts. Our people have lived on the Island for the past 20,000 years, living off the sea and fishing for food. To get to the Bunya Mountains, we the Dandrubin Gorenpul people have to travel inland towards south Gatton, stopping by the Chullawong Rock Art site before reaching Gummingurru, then the Bunya Mountains.”
	

	5
	Map: “As you can see we begin our journey at the blue dot, North Stradbroke Island. We then walk to South Gatton to the Chullawong Rock Shelter and then journey to the sacred men’s initiation site at Gummingurru. Lastly we go to the red dot, high in the Bunya Mountains where we celebrate and feast on the Bunya Nuts.”
	

	6
	Rock Shelter: “The Chullawong Rock Art site is situated close to Black Duck Creek, south of Gatton, surrounded by steep gorges and gullies. Travelling to the Rock shelter was common, as along the route, there would be plenty food and water available for us.”
	

	7
	Rock Paintings: “Chullawong Rock Art site contains rock carvings in the sandstone wall consisting of dots, lines and animal prints which could be connected to the Dreamtime, or a particular pathway. The carvings may represent Aboriginal group Yurees, and may represent hunting and gathering, or maybe fights. They could also be possible warning signs for travellers entering or leaving the area.”
	Activity 1: Chullawong Rock Painting

	8
	Gummingurru: “Gummingurru is a significant meeting place for many different Aboriginal groups travelling to the Bunya mountains. But Gummingurru is a man’s business site, women and uninitiated children are not allowed on the site. Today, anyone can visit Gummingurru. It is open to anyone who is willing to learn about the past, just like you guys.”
	

	9
	Rock Formations and Yurees: “Gummingurru has a number of stone arrangements laid out in numerous patterns and designs representing different Aboriginal Yurees. When we get old enough, we are given the responsibility to learn about our environment. We are given different plants and animals and are expected to know everything about them. Yurees seen at Gummingurru are things such as an Emu, a Turtle and a large carpet python. There are also other rock formations such as rings (representing a waterhole) and different stages of the initiation ceremonies.”
	Activity 2: Draw your Yuree

	10
	Bunya Mountains: “At the festivals people would share songs and dances, have group or individual fights, play games, arrange marriages and create trading relationships between groups, as well as settling arguments and developing new laws.”
	

	11
	Bunya Nut: “At the festivals people would share songs and dances, have group or individual fights, play games, arrange marriages and create trading relationships between groups, as well as settling arguments and developing new laws. Every 3 years, the Bunya Trees produce lots of nuts. This is why we have the festival every three years and we feast on them!”
	

	12
	Bunya Festival: “Children played many games at the Bunya Festival, these are:
·  Boomerang throwing
·  Mariutchi: a tag game where the children would swim and chase the ‘black swan’, tagging them and becoming the swan themselves
·  Murri Murri: where the children would try to spear a circular piece of bark, which became the target
·  Purru-Purru: a soccer-like game where a ball was made from kangaroo skin stuffed with grass. 
·  Children also skipped: using vine, played by children and adults. 
·  Warru Warru: where a string is woven to form pictures and shapes on your hands. “
	Activity 3: Bunya Mountains Crossword

	13
	Farewell: Thank you for coming with me on my journey! It is now time for you to visit Gummingurru yourself! Please respect the site and enjoy your field trip! 

	


Activities
Students must complete activities as they go through the PowerPoint, some of the information relates to their onsite activity which is seen in activity 2.
Activity 1: Chullawong Rock Painting
Activity 1 focuses on the Rock Art at the Chullawong rock shelter which the Dandrubin Gorenpul people travel to on their journey to the Bunya Mountains. By studying the kind of patterns and shapes which have been painted onto the sand stone by ancestral Aboriginal people, referring to the Chullawong Rock Art image on the Activity page, the students are asked to retell a situation which Kory may have experienced on his journey, by drawing it as a story. The students will learn Aboriginal history by applying their knowledge through art and learning about the dream time and other stories from the PowerPoint presentation. For this activity, there are no right or wrong answers, however, the students must be creative and attempt to draw/create a relevant story.
Activity 2: Gummingurru Yuree Cut & Paste
Activity 2 focuses on Kory’s arrival and time in the Gummingurru ceremonial (Bora) site. This activity aims to put the students into the “shoes” of Kory, who must learn about his own yurees just as the students will have to do by drawing, cutting and pasting as well as a small writing task. The students are given 3 pieces of paper, the first of which has different blocks, where they must draw specific animals. They must then cut out the provided yurees and glue them onto the landscape painting where they believe the yurees would inhabit. Students keep part B for their trip to Gummingurru. Activity B asks students to find a rock formation at Gummingurru and to sketch it. They are then asked to draw their own Yuree and write about its significance. They are asked to relate it to their family background and how their family sees them. For example, ‘I drew a kangaroo because I have so much energy and like to bounce around the house.’ This will create a deeper understanding in the students about each Australian animal, just as Kory and many other young boys who were to be initiated at Gummingurru were supposed to know. For this activity, there are no right or wrong answers, however, the students must be creative and attempt to draw and place in relation to their own background knowledge. 
Activity 3: Bunya Mountains Crossword
The 3rd Activity the students must complete is based on information from the Bunya Mountains. The crossword will familiarise the students with the Aboriginal language and names for traditional games and people, as well as the traditional rituals which are celebrated and practiced every three years at the Bunya Festival. In the PowerPoint presentation, Kory will take the students through the celebratory events. To be able to understand the importance of gatherings between Aboriginal groups, students must be able to identify the events of the festivities when only given the definition for the particular word. Answers are provided on a separate sheet.
Conclusion
Maintaining Aboriginal cultural heritage sites such as Gummingurru ceremonial site is important to not only Aboriginal people, as they have special spiritual connections to the site and land, but also to all Australians. The significance of students visiting sites like these is to be able to gain knowledgeable of the history of the nations past and to create an understanding for the values, attitudes and beliefs of our Indigenous people as they journeyed across the country to gather at meeting places with other groups and celebrate life.
Further Information
Please visit the Gummingurru website prior to the field trip: http://www.gummingurru.com.au/. The students should be prepared for a full day out in the field, looking at the rock formations and participating in the activities. They must:
· Be sun-protected. Sunscreen, hat, lunch and water are essential for the day.
· Not remove any artefacts from the site.
· Not touch/move or pick up any of the stones or wild animals.
· Seek permission from the site’s Traditional Owner if they wish to take photographs.
· Show courtesy and respect when spoken to.
· Not leave litter at the site. The student should take home what they have brought there.
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